
Ocean Discoverability 2024 End of Season Report 

The Island Trust has not been immune to 

current financial challenges and this year we 

ran just one vessel, Johanna Lucretia, with 

eighteen days of Ocean Discoverability.  As 

she is bigger than Pegasus, we were able to 

take slightly larger groups, whilst 

accommodating the disabilities of the young 

people coming. Schools were helpfully 

prompt in letting us know their requirements 

so we could allocate all voyages this year.  

We were also delighted to welcome Marine 

Academy Plymouth this year, with whom we 

hope to do more in the future. 

The weather did its best to present us with a 

real variety of experiences, but only once 

prevented us going out. 

One day started with early rain, so all the "Life Beneath the Keel" elements took place in the saloon.  

Then we headed into Plymouth Sound to enjoy the sun and a good breeze. The school posted on 

Facebook, "Bluebell class had a boat-iful day aboard the Johanna Lucretia!  They had lots of fun 

learning new skills in the sunshine, such as laying down the ropes, moving the buoys and steering the 

ship!  A huge thank you to The Island Trust for a wonderful day!" 

Another day was described in John’s notes as “Perfect Day!” 

and the young people seemed to agree, saying, 

"It was a bit choppy in the Sound, but it was great!"  

"Steering ship was definitely the best bit for me."  

"My favourite part was raising the sail."  

"Today was great fun, nothing I could think of you could 

improve." 

 

The CrabCam revealed no feeding frenzies, but we did enjoy grey 

trigger fish shoaling around the pontoon chains. Our On Board 

Ocean Educator (OBOE) Jenny also found a juvenile eel amongst 

the pontoon life. 
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“My favourite part was raising the sail."  



The highlight of the plankton trawls 

was a possible juvenile octopus, 

squid or cuttlefish, about 2mm long. 

 

 

Brook Green students enjoyed a rare 

visit from a Turnstone as we returned 

up the Plym. 

 

As before, unless a school particularly wanted to bring a large group, we kept a place free on board 

so that we could take potential OBOEs, opinion formers or trustees of funding charities on these trips.  

Fiona Beckman, Communications Officer for the Partnership for Observation of the Global Ocean, 

came and offered advice on becoming an "endorsed activity" of the UN Ocean Decade. We 

showed Miranda Willis, Senior Evidence Specialist at the Marine Management Organisation, what sail 

training is about. And Steve Cox, new manager of Plymouth Yacht Haven, saw what we do and 

enlisted our help with educating his berth holders about life in the marina next year. 

We measure satisfaction by asking the children and their 

carers to tick smiling, neutral or frowning faces to tell us 

whether they enjoyed their day, with smiling scoring 1 point, 

neutral 0, and frowning -1.  Overall, the children scored us 

86% and the adults 97%.  Outcomes are measured by the 

uplift in how much the children and adults think they know 

about the sea, what lives in it (marine) and what people do 

with it (maritime) between the beginning and end of the 

day.  At the beginning of the day, we ask them to rate 

these on a scale of 1-9.  At the end of the day, they do the same, so we can measure their learning 

about the marine environment and maritime activities. 

Sometimes people discover they did not know as much as they thought they did so their score goes 

down – a valuable learning experience, but it does mess the stats up.  As in previous years both the 

children’s and the adults’ average perceived knowledge increased. 

We continue to make The Island Trust and Ocean Discoverability more widely known. Ocean 

Sustainability through Education and Sport (OSES) issued its Good Practices Handbook in May 2024.  

The handbook serves as a reference point for assessing our progress as a society in terms of 

connecting water sports with Ocean Literacy, environmental awareness, and marine education.  

Ocean Discoverability is one of the exemplary practices featured in the handbook that are not only 

worth sharing but also worth developing. 

A full copy of the Good Practices Handbook can be viewed here: 

oses-project.org/resources-oses 

 Marine  Maritime  Percentage uplift (2023 in brackets)  

 Pre Post Pre Post Marine Maritime 

Children (101) 4.6 6.5 4.8 6.0 42 (32) 25 (35) 

Adults (34)  5.1 6.9 5.2 6.9 38 (34) 34 (31) 

Jenny and John, our On Board Ocean Educators, 

both earned rave reviews in the feedback forms. 
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https://oses-project.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/oses-handbook_1_connecting-schools-water-sports-and-ocean-literacy.pdf


We also supported Widening Horizons, an innovative programme developed 

by the Millfields Trust to engage the young people of Stonehouse with the 

world of work, again, taking part in their "World Ocean Day" event in June at 

Firestone Bay.  Learning to tie a figure-of-eight knot was popular. Follow this link 

to their Facebook post to read more about it: 

facebook.com/millfieldstrustmillfieldsinspired 

 

 

 

 

The Rockpool Project ran a Young Person's BioBlitz Activity Day in 

September, for which John ran a Pontoon Ramble and Plankton Trawl 

guiding the group through hands-on wildlife exploration and collection, 

helping the participants observe marine life up close. Eleanor Goodall, 

the Plymouth Hub Lead said, "Your involvement was crucial in making the 

event a success." 

 

 

On two occasions, representatives of local 

charities, Plymouth Ladies Charity Club and 

Plymouth Lions, came down to the marina to see 

Johanna Lucretia, meet the young people and 

present their cheques. We are very grateful to 

them and all the other charities whose support has 

enabled Ocean Discoverability to impact and 

benefit so many children this year. 

 

 

John Hepburn, Ocean Discoverability Project Manger and OBOE 

18 December 2024 
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www.theislandtrust.org.uk/ocean-discoverability 

https://www.facebook.com/millfieldstrustmillfieldsinspired/posts/pfbid0BdjQ2iR9JJYvCRRasyra41GL1utJCXx2oL3tUhjyEgH79oNtPECGHpTAoAnzvPMrl
https://www.theislandtrust.org.uk/ocean-discoverability

